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ORDINANCE NO. 2024 -

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF
THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE, FLORIDA AMENDING
SECTION 14-29, “PERMIT FEES” OF THE TOWN OF
SURFSIDE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADJUST
THE FEES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND
INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Article VIII, Section 2 of the Florida Constitution, and Chapter 166,
Florida Statutes, provide municipalities with the authority to exercise any power for
municipal purposes, except where prohibited by law, and to adopt ordinances in

furtherance of such authority; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission of the Town of Surfside (“Town”) finds it
periodically necessary to adjust the permit fees set forth in its Code of Ordinances
(“Code”) charged for all buildings, structures, additions, renovations, alterations and
related work requiring a building permit pursuant to the Florida Building Code in order to
cover costs to the Town and maintain compliance with state law, as well as to implement
municipal goals and objectives for the general health, safety and welfare of the Town
residents and occupants; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission now seeks to amend the permit fees as set forth

in Town Code; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission held its first public hearing on July 23, 2024 and,
having complied with the notice requirements in the Florida Statutes, recommended
approval of the proposed amendments to the Code, which it finds necessary and in the
best interest of the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE
TOWN OF SURFSIDE, FLORIDA:

Section 1. Recitals. The above Recitals are true and correct and are
incorporated herein by this reference:
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Section 2. Town Code Amended.

amended as follows:

Sec. 14-29. Permit Fees.

Section 14-29 — “Permit Fees” is hereby
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(a) Levied. Permits, inspections and other fees of the building department of the Town

are hereby levied and imposed and shall apply to building, plumbing, electrical and
mechanical permits and other activities undertaken by that department as specified
in appendix A. Permit fee line items include, but are not limited to: Building, plumbing,
electrical, and mechanical as well as those line items associated with planning, fire,
and public works. In addition, all permits will include line items for outside agencies;
State of Florida, Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR),
Building Code Administrators and Inspectors (BCAI), and Miami Dade County
Building Code Compliance Office (BCCO). The Town Commission may direct the
Town Manager to waive building permit fees that include building, planning, public
works, parking, fire, and environmental permits that are directly related to Town
projects.

(b) Double fees. Any person who commences any work on a building, structure,

electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing systems before obtaining the building
official's approval or the necessary permits shall be subject to a penalty of 100
percent of the required permit fee, in addition to the required permit fees, plus a
penalty for the first, second and subsequent offenses as outlined in appendix A.

(c) Reinspection fees.

(1) With respect to inspections, if the Town finds it necessary, in order to enforce
compliance with the Florida Building Code, to conduct an inspection, after an
initial inspection and one subsequent reinspection, of any project or activity for
the same code violation specifically and continuously noted in each rejection,
including, but not limited to, egress, fire protection, structural stability, energy,
accessibility, lighting, ventilation, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and gas
systems, or other requirements identified by the rule of the Florida Building
Commission, a fee of four times the cost of initial inspection or first reinspection,
whichever is greater, for each subsequent reinspection shall be paid. The
inspection cost is determined by multiplying the actual time spent by the inspector
by the inspection fee hourly rate, as specified in appendix A.

(2) Payment of the reinspection fee shall be required before any subsequent permits
are issued to the person or entity owing same. Further inspections shall be
withheld until payment of reinspection fees has been made.

(d) Lost plans fee. When permitted set of plans are lost by the applicants, owners,

contractors, or any of their representatives, a recertification fee will be required to
reproduce, stamp and approve a new set of plans as a field copy. Such fee shall be
based on a cost per page as specified in appendix A, plus an administrative
processing fee as outlined in appendix A.

(e) Revised plans processing fee. The charge for plans processing of revisions to a

permitted set of plans shall be as specified in appendix A, plus an administrative
processing fee as outlined in appendix A.
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Lost permit card fee. After a permit has been issued, if the permit inspection card
has been lost, a replacement fee as specified in appendix A shall be charged.

Inspection fee. The inspection fee shall be as specified in appendix A.

Plans re-review fee. When extra plans reviews are due to the failure to correct
Florida Building Code discipline requirements specifically and continuously noted in
each rejection, including, but not limited to, egress, fire protection, structural stability,
energy, accessibility, lighting ventilation, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and gas
systems, or other requirements identified by the rule of the Florida Building
Commission, in compliance with F.S. § 553.80(2)(b), each time after the third such
review that plans are rejected for the same code requirement, a fee shall be charged,
per discipline, as determined in appendix A.

Expedited plans review and inspection fee. Upon request from the applicant, the
department may schedule an expedited plan review or inspection, on an overtime
basis by Town staff. When such service is provided, a fee as specified in appendix
A shall be charged, in addition to the regular permit fee and other applicable fees.
Expedited plan review service may be requested by the applicant at a charge, per
discipline, as determined in appendix A, in addition to the other applicable fees
required for the work.

Permits for work not identified in appendix A. If it is determined that no specific fee
category directly matches a permit application request, the building official may
identify a category that closely matches the level of effort or determine what the work
will be charged at based on the time dedicated for plans review and inspection. The
building official may require an upfront fee and a deposit to cover the estimated cost
of the services to be provided.

Town projects. The cost of enforcing state statutes, the building code, or the Town's
land development regulations on Town-related projects will be reimbursed based on
the actual time spent in the processing, review and inspection of such projects. The
payment will be due prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy or completion
for the project. Fees shall be based on the permit fee schedule in place at the time
of the permit application submittal and should be paid accordingly.

[Annual adjustment of rates.] The rates in appendix A pertaining to this division will
be administratively adjusted annually to reflect increase(s) or decrease(s) in the
Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers, CPI-U.

Electronic concurrent plan processing. To create a more efficient permitting
process, the building department may be implementing procedures to process
plans electronically via an automated workflow. Once implemented, the
department may request that applicants submit plans in an electronic format. If
the applicant chooses to submit paper plans, the director, or his designee has
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the authority to invoice for reimbursement of the conversion of documents
submitted to an electronic format.

Phase permits. The building official is authorized by the Florida Building Code to
provide early start approval. The holder of such permit shall proceed at the
holder's own risk with the building’s construction and without assurance that a
permit for the entire structure will be granted. A fee as specified in appendix A
shall be paid.

Private provider fee. When a property owner uses the services of a licensed
private company for plan review and inspections services (private provider), the
fee will be assessed as a regular building permit with a discount of 40 percent of
the original building permit fee. If only the inspections are done by the private
provider, then the fee will be assessed as a regular building permit with a discount
of 20 percent of the original building permit fee.

Photovoltaic waiver. All photovoltaic related building permit fees will be waived
to promote the use of photovoltaic energy.

Electric vehicle charging stations waiver. All permitting fees for electric vehicle
charging station installation projects on private property shall be waived, except
for electric vehicle charging station installation projects with exterior or
underground transformers. The waiver of permitting fees in this subsection shall
automatically sunset and shall be repealed on December 31, 2024.

Up-front processing fee.

(1) When the building permit application is received, the applicant shall pay an "up

front" processing fee as specified in appendix A.

(2) This processing fee is non-refundable but shall be credited toward the final

building permit fee. The "up front" processing fee, after it is calculated, shall be
rounded up to the nearest $5.00, with a minimum fee as specified in appendix A.

Refunds, time limitations, cancellations, change of contractor. The fees charged
pursuant to the schedule in appendix A, provided the same are for a permit
required by Section 105.1 of the Florida Building Code, may be refunded by the
building official subject to the following:

(1) No refunds shall be made on requests involving:

a. Minimum permit fee(s) and upfront fee(s), as specified in appendix A; or

b. Permits for which plans review has commenced or inspections performed; or
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c. Permits revoked by the building official under authority granted by the Florida
Building Code; or

d. Permits cancelled by court order; or
e. Permits which have expired; or

f. Permits under which work has commenced as evidenced by any recorded
inspection having been made by the Town, unless the refund is due to an
overcharge by the Town.

(2) A full refund shall be granted to a permit holder who takes out a permit covering
work outside the jurisdictional inspection area.

(3) Permits under which no inspections were performed are entitled to a 50-percent
refund of the building permit fee line item if requested within 90 days of permit
issuance. No refund shall be provided after 90 days.

(4) Where there is a change of contractor (for all permit types) a fee as specified in
appendix A shall be paid. The original permit holder is not entitled to any refund.

(5) Where there is a change of architect or engineer (for all permit types) a fee as
specified in appendix A shall be paid. The original permit holder is not entitled to
any refund.

(6) A fee as specified in appendix A shall be paid by the permit holder who submits
a written request for a permit extension as authorized under Section 104.5.1.4 of
the Florida Building Code.

(7) Where the permit is revoked, or becomes null and void, or expires because of
lack of work or abandonment, a new permit covering the proposed construction
shall be obtained before proceeding with the work, pursuant to Section 105.4.1.1
of the Florida Building Code. If no more than 180 days before the expiration date
of the original permit has passed, and no refund has been made according to this
section, the applicant may apply to renew the permit. The reapplication must be
covering the same project and involving the same plans and must be submitted
with the plans and the applicant's validated copy of the original permit. A fee of
25 percent of the original permit fee, plus an additional processing fee equivalent
to the base permit fee as specified in appendix A, shall be charged for a renewal
under these circumstances. No additional fees for outside agency line items will
be imposed.

For permits that have expired where the only missing component is one or more
final inspections, the fee for reopening the permit, performing the final
inspection(s), and providing a final approval on the permit shall be charged the
base building permit fee.
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(8) Every application submitted for permit will be evaluated and fees assessed
accordingly whether it is for a master permit a stand-alone permit or a
subcontract/trade subsidiary permit. All submittals will be assessed the fees as
prescribed in appendix A, or the base permit fee, whichever is greater.

(t) Building permit fees are as specified in appendix A. Alterations are limited to interior
work without adding to square footage of structure/building; window change out with
no new openings; roofing repair/replace; and driveway/approach.

(u) Plumbing permit fees are as specified in appendix A.
(v) Electrical permit fees are as specified in appendix A.
(w)Mechanical permit fees are as specified in appendix A.

(x) Certificate of occupancy or completion. To obtain temporary, or final occupancy or
completion as required by the Florida Building Code, the following original fees shall
be paid for the purpose of defraying the costs of processing the certificate, including
any necessary inspections.

(1) Final certificate of occupancy or completion. Certificate of occupancy or
completion fees shall be as specified in appendix A.

(2) Temporary certificate of occupancy or completion. Temporary certificate of
occupancy or completion fees shall be as specified in appendix A. The certificate
of occupancy or completion is the certificate of use for that facility for the first
year of operation or part thereof.

(y) Unless waived by the Town, there shall be a fee per building as specified in appendix
A for the building recertification program, as required under Miami-Dade County
Code Chapter 8, Section 8-11(f) and as said section may be amended from time to
time. A six-month extension for building recertification may be granted by the building
official. An extension fee as specified in appendix A shall be assessed.

(2) If a building has not been recertified in the time limitation established by the county
code section referred to in subsection (y), a late compliance fee as specified in
appendix A shall be paid in addition to the regular recertification fee. This fee shall
also apply if the building is declared unsafe and posted and the time limitation for
the requirement of a new inspection and report does not apply. However, if the
building has an open permit for complete alteration and remodeling, and the building
is not currently occupied, the late fee will be waived if the recertification report is
included at the time of the application for the certificate of occupancy or completion.

(@aa) When the building recertification process has not been completed for a particular
building within the maximum time limitations established by the county code, a

notice of violation shall be issued. If the process is not completed within 45 days
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of the notice of violation date, the building shall be declared unsafe and vacated
at owner's expense. The building shall remain secured while vacant. If the
recertification is not complete within 90 days of the date when the building was
declared unsafe a new inspection report with a new fee as specified in appendix
A shall be processed before the building can be declared safe for occupancy.

Courtesy notices to building owners will be provided to building owners at least
one year prior to the anniversary date of their recertification as well as providing
an additional courtesy notice at least six months prior to the anniversary date of
their recertification; and a final notice 90 days prior to the anniversary dated of
their recertification due date. The failure to provide the courtesy notices does not
waive or release the building owner's obligation to comply with building
recertification requirements, in accordance with all applicable state, county and
municipal laws.

All building owners of buildings greater than five floors are required to submit a
yearly maintenance log on all routine structural repairs must be submitted
annually to the building department on a standard form provided by the building
department and by no later than January 31 of each year.

Late and incomplete forms shall be assessed a late fee after a 30-day notice as
specified in the appendix A, fee schedule. The failure of the building owner to
timely submit a yearly maintenance log does not relieve or alter a property
owner's obligation to maintain its property in accordance with all applicable state,
county and municipal laws. Building owners of buildings less than five floors are
not required to submit a yearly maintenance log on all routine structural repairs.

Employee training, education, safety and technology enhancements. A
surcharge to building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing and demolition permits
will be added for training, education and safety of the building department
employees and contractors, and to procure and implement the latest
technologies available for enhancement of services provided by the department,
according to the schedule specified in appendix A.

Fees collected by the building department for other departments or agencies.
Specific amounts are given in appendix A.

(1) A Department of Business and Professional Regulation/Florida Building

Commission surcharge will be added to all permit fees associated with
enforcement of the Florida Building Code for the Professional Regulation Trust
Fund as per F.S. 8 553.721. This amount is nonrefundable.

(2) A surcharge will be added to building permits for the code compliance program

established by Miami-Dade County. This amount is nonrefundable.
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(3) A Department of Business and Professional Regulation/Building Code
Administration and Inspectors Board surcharge will be added to all permit fees
associated with enforcement of the Florida Building Code for the Building Code
Administrators and Inspectors Fund as per F.S. 8 468.631. This amount is
nonrefundable.

(4) A sanitation surcharge shall be charged for all building, electrical, plumbing, and
mechanical and demolition permits, as set forth in appendix A.

(5) A separate fire safety, public works and/or zoning review fee associated with the
building permit process shall be charged as set forth in appendix A.

(ff) Temporary structure. Notwithstanding any provision of this Section, a temporary
structure used as construction offices shall be permitted in conjunction with the
construction of a building for which a valid building permit has been issued, subject
to the following:

(1) The use of the temporary structure shall relate directly to the building for which a
valid building permit has been issued.

(2) The temporary structure shall be located on the same lot as the building to which
it relates or on a lot within 400 feet of the lot to which it relates.

(3) The temporary structure shall be permitted only after issuance of a building
permit for the building to which the temporary structure relates, and such
temporary structure shall be removed prior to issuance of a certificate of
occupancy for such building, or within 30 days after the building permit for such
building expires, whichever comes first.

(gg) Interest and other charges. The Town is authorized to charge interest to any
amount due when not paid by the due date. The interest rate shall be at the highest
legal limit authorized by law, plus collection costs and attorneys’ fees.

Requests for copies of building department records, inspection reports, logs, or
similar documents maintained by the Town and/or its building department will be
charged as specified in appendix A.

Section 3. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
then said holding shall in no way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
Ordinance.

Section 4. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Town Commission,
and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and made a
part of the Town of Surfside Code of Ordinances, that the sections of this Ordinance may
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be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intentions; and the word “Ordinance” may
be changed to “Section” or other appropriate word.

Section 5. Conflicts. Any and all ordinances and resolutions or parts of
ordinances or resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption
on second reading.

PASSED on first reading on the day of , 2024,

PASSED AND ADOPTED on second reading on the day of , 2024.
First Reading:
Motion by:
Second by:

Second Reading:
Motion by:
Second by:

FINAL VOTE ON ADOPTION

Commissioner Gerardo Vildostegui
Commissioner Ruben A. Coto
Commissioner Nelly Velasquez
Vice Mayor Tina Paul

Mayor Charles W. Burkett

Charles W. Burkett, Mayor
ATTEST:

Sandra N. McCready, MMC
Town Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY FOR THE USE
AND BENEFIT OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE ONLY:

Mark Blumstein, Esq.

Interim Town Attorney
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