RESOLUTION NO. 23-24-141
(Preliminary Solid Waste Assessment Fiscal Year 2024-25)

A RESOLUTION OF THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PERTAINING TO THE
PRELIMINARY RE-IMPOSITION OF THE SOLID WASTE
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING FOR
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR
AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR BENEFITTED ASSESSED
PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR THE IMPOSITION AND
COMPUTATION OF SOLID WASTE SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS; PROVIDING A LEGISLATIVE
DETERMINATION OF SPECIAL BENEFIT AND FAIR
APPORTIONMENT; PROVIDING FOR PRELIMINARY
RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE;
PROVIDING FOR AN ASSESSMENT ROLL; PROVIDING
AUTHORIZATION FOR PUBLICATION; PROVIDING FOR
METHOD OF COLLECTION; PROVIDNG FOR
APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS;
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Highlands County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8.5, Solid Waste, Article II1,
Assessment (hereafter referred to as the “County Code” or “Ordinance”), authorizes the annual
imposition of a solid waste assessment for the purpose of providing for solid waste and recyclable
materials collection services, disposal services, facilities and programs and the operation and
management of a sanitary landfill within the County; and

WHEREAS, the solid waste assessment is imposed each fiscal year in an equitable and
efficient method of allocating and apportioning, based on residential dwelling units, in order to
pay for the cost of providing for solid waste and recyclable materials collection services, disposal
services, facilities and programs and the operation and management of a sanitary landfill within
the County; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the County Code, Section 8.5-46, the County desires to revise
and re-impose its annual solid waste assessment outside of the rates established in prior annual
assessment Resolutions for funding solid waste and recyclable materials collection services,
disposal services, facilities and programs and the operation and management of a sanitary landfill
within the County; and

WHEREAS, the County has determined that it is in the best interest of its residential
citizens for it to update the assessment roll and revise and re-impose the solid waste assessment
for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024.



WHEREAS, the County Code provides for the establishment of the annual solid waste
assessment by resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA,
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. Highlands County has complied with all
requirements and procedures of Florida law in processing this Resolution. The above findings are
hereby adopted.

SECTION 2. Authority. This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the
County Code, Florida Statutes, Section 197.3632, and other applicable provisions of Florida law.

SECTION 3. Benefitted Assessed Property. It is hereby ascertained, determined and
declared that each parcel of assessed residential property located within the geographic area of the
County as described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto will be benefited by the County’s operation
of a residential solid waste collection and disposal program.

SECTION 4. Imposition and Computation of Solid Waste Assessment. The solid waste
assessment shall be imposed against the Benefitted Assessed Properties until discontinued or
changed.

SECTION 5. Legislative Determination of Special Benefit and Fair Apportionment. The
legislative determinations of special benefit and fair apportionment embodied in the County Code
are affirmed and incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 6. Residential Solid Waste Assessment Schedule. The following table
reflects the proposed residential solid waste assessment schedule being considered by the Board
of County Commissioners for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024:

Solid Waste Assessment Rates
Property Category Rate Per Dwelling Unit
Residential $229.47

SECTION 7. Assessment Roll.
A. The County Administrator is hereby directed to prepare, or cause to be prepared, a
preliminary assessment roll for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2024. The assessment roll

shall include all Benefitted Assessed Property located within the boundaries described in Section
3 hereof.

B. It is hereby ascertained, determined and declared that the method for determining
the solid waste assessment as set forth herein is a fair and reasonable method of apportioning the
residential solid waste collection and disposal program cost among benefitted parcels on the
assessment roll for the County.



SECTION 8. Authorization for Public Hearing. There is hereby established a public
hearing to be held at 9:00 a.m., on August 6, 2024, in the Commission Chambers of the Highlands
County Administration Building, 600 S. Commerce Avenue, Sebring Florida, 33870, at which
time the County will receive and consider any comments from the public and affected property
owners and consider imposing the final solid waste assessment for the Fiscal Year commencing
October 1, 2024, collecting such assessments imposed on Benefitted Assessed Property within the
County on the same bill as ad valorem taxes pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection Act.

SECTION 9. Notice by Publication. The County Administrator, or designee, shall publish
notice of the public hearing authorized by Section 8 hereof in the manner and time provided in
Section 8.5-46 of the County Code. The notice shall be published no later than at least 20 days
prior to public hearing August 6, 2024, in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.

SECTION 10. Method of Collection. Itis hereby declared that the solid waste assessment
re-imposed on Benefitted Assessed Property in the County shall be collected and enforced pursuant
to the Uniform Assessment Collection Act for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024.

SECTION 11. Application of Assessment Proceeds. Proceeds derived by the County from
the solid waste assessment will be utilized for the providing for solid waste and recyclable
materials collection services, disposal services, facilities and programs and the operation and
management of a sanitary landfill within the County. In the event there is any fund balance
remaining at the end of the Fiscal Year, such balance shall be carried forward and used only to
fund solid waste and recyclable materials collection and disposal services, facilities and programs
and the operation and management of a sanitary landfill within the County.

SECTION 12. Savings Clause. All prior actions of Highlands County pertaining to the
preliminary residential solid waste assessment rate, which is the subject of this Resolution, as well
as any and all matters relating thereto, are hereby ratified and affirmed consistent with the
provisions of this Resolution.

SECTION 13. Scrivener’s Errors. Typographical errors and other matters of a similar
nature that do not affect the intent of this Resolution, as determined by the County Administrator
and County Attorney, may be corrected.

SECTION 14. Conflicts. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict with any of
the provisions of this Resolution are hereby repealed.

SECTION 15. Severability. If any Section or portion of a Section of this Resolution
proves to be invalid, unlawful, or unconstitutional, it shall not be held to invalidate or impair the
validity, force, or effect of any other Section or part of this Resolution.

SECTION 16. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon
its passage and adoption.

[Signatures on Following Page]



PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of 2024.

HIGHLANDS COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

KEVIN J ROBERTS, CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

Jerome Kaszubowski, Clerk of Court



Exhibit “A”

The areas to be affected by the levy shall embrace all of Highlands County, less the
incorporated areas thereof, and said County boundaries are described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwest corner of Township thirty-three South, Range twenty-
eight East; thence East on Township line dividing Townships thirty-two and thirty-
three South, to the intersection of same with the Kissimmee River; thence southerly
along the thread of said river and bordering Okeechobee County, to the intersection
of the Township line dividing Townships thirty-seven and thirty-eight South with
said river and boundary; thence West on said township line to the Southwest corner
of Township thirty-seven South, Range thirty-two East; thence South on range line
dividing ranges thirty-one and thirty-two East to the Southwest corner of Township
thirty-eight South, Range thirty-two East; thence West on the Township line
dividing townships thirty-eight and thirty-nine South to the Northwest corner of
Township thirty-nine South, Range thirty-one East; thence South on the range line
dividing ranges thirty and thirty-one East, to the Southwest corner of Township
thirty-nine South, Range thirty-one East; thence West on the Township line
dividing Townships thirty-nine and forty South, to the Northwest corner of
Township Forty South, Range twenty-eight East; thence North on the range line
dividing ranges twenty-seven and twenty-eight East to the Place of Beginning. Less
the incorporated areas lying therein.



Exhibit “B”
(To be published no later than July 17, 2024)

NOTICE OF HEARING TO RE-IMPOSE AND PROVIDE FOR
COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the Highlands County Board of County Commissioners will conduct a
public hearing to consider the final re-imposition of the Solid Waste Special Assessment for the provision
of solid waste related services, facilities and programs within the unincorporated boundaries of Highlands
County for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024.

The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, August 6, 2024, at 9:00a.m., or as soon thereafter as
possible, in the Board Chambers at the Highlands County Administration Building, 600 S. Commerce Avenue,
Sebring, Florida, 33870, for the purpose of receiving public comment on the proposed assessments.
This public hearing may be continued to a future date or dates. The times, places, and dates of any continuances
of a public hearing shall be announced during the public hearing without any further published notice.

All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections with
the Board of County Commissioners within ten (10) days of the publication of this notice. Written objections
should be sent to Highlands County Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Department, 600 S. Commerce Avenue, Sebring,
FL 33870.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of County Commissioners with respect
to any matter considered at the public hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings and may
need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing a special
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the Human Resources, ADA Coordinator no later
than seven (7) days prior to the proceedings: Telephone (Voice) (863) 402-6509 or by Florida Rely Service 711
or by E-mail to: HRManager@Highlandsfl.gov.

The following table reflects the proposed solid waste assessment schedule being considered by the
Board of County Commissioners for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2024:

Solid Waste Assessment Rates
Property Category Rate Per Dwelling Unit
Residential $229.47

Copies of the Solid Waste Codes and Ordinances, the Preliminary Rate Resolution, the preliminary
assessment roll, and other documentation related to the proposed re-imposition of the solid waste special
assessment are available for inspection at the County Administrator’s office located in the County
Administration Building, 600 S. Commerce Avenue, Sebring, Florida 33870, between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The assessments will be collected on the ad valorem tax bill to be mailed in November 2024, as
authorized by Florida Statutes, Section 197.3632. Failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certificate to
be issued against the property which may result in a loss of title.

If you have any questions, please contact the Non-Ad Valorem Assessment Department at (863) 402-6500;
Monday through Friday between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.



